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Claim Amendments 

1. (currently amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a mobile switching center that allows a mobile usfcr of a mobile communication device to 
assign one or more members to a call waiting feature group that is employable by the mobile 
switching center to provide a call waiting feat 

wherein the call waiting feature comprises a default call waiting indication; 

wherein the mobile switching center gives preferred treatment to the one or more 
members of the feature group; ; 

wherein the mobile switching ceriter employs a DTMF digit pattern received from the 
calling user to make the determination that the caliiiig user of die incoming call is the non- 
preferred user or the preferred user; 

wherein the preferred treatment corriprises a preferred call Waiting indication; 

wherein the mobile switching center commumcM^ 
the mobile user for an incoming call from a hon-pteferred user^ 

wherein the mobile switching center coinm^ 
to the mobile user for the incoming call from a preferred user, wherein the preferred user is a 
Member of the call waiting feature group. 
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.2. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the call waiting feature 
grdupi comprises a call waiting feature group for the call waiting feature, wherein the mobile 
switching center cooperates with the mobile commu^icatioii device' to provide an interface to the 
mobile user that allows the mobile user to assign the ohe or itiore members to the call wailing 
feature group for the call waiting feature. 

3. (original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the interface comprises one or more of 
a voice interface, a dual tone multi fix^uency (DTMF) interface, a graphical interface, a keypad 
interface, and a touchpad interface. 

.•4. (canceled) •> 

5. (currently amended) The apparatus o£ ciaitn L 4 wherein Ihe mobile switching 
center queries a siibscriber database to make the determination that the calling user is the 
preferred user or the non-preferred user. 

6-9. (canceled) 

10. (currently amended) The apparatus of claiin-? _1, wherein the call waiting feature 
comprises a default call waiting period, wherein the preferred treatment comprises a preferred 
: call waiting p eriod that is longer thafi the default call waiting period; 
wherein the mobile switching c^t^ comm 
to the mobile user over the preferred call waiting period if the calling user is the preferred user; 

wherein the mobile switching center communicates the default call waiting indication to 
. .. the mobile user over the default call waiting period if the calling user is the non-preferred user. . 
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11. previously presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mobile switching 
center cooperates with the mobile communication device to provide an interface to the mobile 
user that allows the mobile usef to assign the preferred call waiting indication and the default call 
waiting indication. 

12. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the mobile switching 
center increases a duration of the preferred call waiting indication based on the detennination^ 
that the calling user of the incoming call is the non-preferred user or the preferred user. 

13. (previously presented) The apparatus of dam 12, wherein the mobile switching 
center cooperates with the mobile commumbatiqn deviibe to provide an interface to the mobile 
user that allows the mobile user tp input a selected duration; 

Wherein the mobile switching center increases the duration of the indication by the 
selected duration. 
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14. (currently amerided) A method, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a calling user of an incoming call to a mobile user as one of one or more 
members of a user-de£Lne4 feature group for a call waiting feature ■'■ based on a DTMF digit patteni 
recei ved from the calling user , wherein the call waiting feature coniprises a default call waiting 
indication and a preferred call waiting indication; 

commumcatixig the default call waiting indication to the mobile user if the calling user is 
• a non-preferred user, -' : 7V:V- ' 

communicating the preferred call waiting indication to the mobile user if the calling user 
is a preferred user. ' . 

15. (previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the step of identifying the 
calling user of the incoming call to the mobile user as pile of die one or more members of the 
user-defined feature group for the call waiting feature comprises the steps of: 

receiving the incoming call from the calling user for a mobile communication device of 
the mobile user; 

making a determination that the calling user of the incoming call is the preferred user or 
the non-preferred user. 

16. (previously presented) The method of cldm 15, wherein the step of making the 
determination that the calling user of the incoming call is the preferred user or the non-preferred . 

. user comprises the steps of; ■// ; 

querying a subscriber database for the User-deficied fe^ti^e group; 
comparing aii identifier of the calling liser with the user-<lefined feature group to 
determine if the user-defined feature group comprises the identifi<er. 
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17. (previously presented) the iriethbd of claim 15, further cbmprisirig the steps of: 
receiving one or more inputs frofri a mobile user ojf £he rrtobile cdnamunication device to 

assign the one or more members to the user-defined feature group; 

storing the user-defined featurfe group in the subscriber database 

18. (previously presented) the method pf claim 1^ 

obtaining one dr more inputs fiopa the mobile iis<&r to assign one or more call waiting 
indications to the call waiting feature; 

communicating the one or more call waiting indic^dn? based on the deterniinatioh tjlait 
the calling user of t£e ineotring call is the no^ user. 
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19. (currently amended) An Article, comprising: 
one or more computer-readable signal-bearing media; and 

means in the one or more media for identifying a calling user of an incoming call to a 
mobile user as one of one or more members of a user-defined feature group for a cadi waiting 
featur e based on a DTMF digit pattern received from the Calling user * wherein the call watting 
feature comprises a default call waiting indication and a preferred call waiting indication; 

means for communicating the default call waiting lndicatioii to the mobile user if the 

• : ceiling user is a hoii^prefen^d user, • ->\v : /.-/V 

means for communicatuig the preferred call waiting indication to the mobile user if the 

• calling user is a preferred user. ' 

20. (previously presented) Thte article of claifii 19, \yheteiri the means in the oUe or 
mdre media for identifying the calling user of the incommg call to the mobile user as one of the 
one or more members 6f the user-defined feature group for the pall waiting feature comprises: 

means in the one or more media for receiving th$ incoming call from the calling user for 
the mobile commiinication device; and 

means in the one or more media for queifying a subscriber database to make a 
determination that the calling user of the incoming call is the preferred user or the non-preferred 
user. " ' ■ . ■ •-• - ■ S- • -r'U " ■ '■' ■ '..• -.':""= " : 
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21. (previously presented) the method of claim 14, wherein the step of performing the 
call waiting feature on the incoming call from the calling user comprises the steps of: 

: receiving an incoming call at a mobile switching center, \yherein the incoming call is for 
a naobile communication device on a pre-existing call; 

querying a subscriber database fof a call waiting featiire group; 
receiving the call waiting feature groiip; 

determining that the calling user is a member 1 of the call waiting feature group; 
communicating a preferred caliwdting indicatibn to the calling user; 
placing the pre-existing call on hoki; 
connecting the incoming call with tiie mobile cori^i^ 

disconnecting the incoming call and reconnecting the pre-existing call to the mobile 
communication device. . : : 

22. (canceled) v. 
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